
 

 
AULIC Summer Conference 2016 

Watch this space! Innovations in library and learning environments 
20th June 2016, University of Bath Chancellor’s Building 2.6 

 
9.00am: Arrival and registration with tea/coffee (CB Level 2 Foyer) 
 
9:30am: Welcome (Kate Robinson, University Librarian, University of Bath) (CB 2.6) 
 

 
Session 1: Chair: Alison Baud  
(Director of Library & Learning Services, Bath Spa University) 
 

9:40 - 10:25am: Keynote - Alexi Marmot (Alexi Marmot Associates) 
Future learning spaces: libraries and beyond 

Alexi will focus on horizon scanning of trends and future challenges for learning spaces in 
and beyond libraries at a time of change in universities, their spaces, students, pedagogies 
and finances.  She will consider design, management, staffing and infrastructure issues, and 
cover some examples within and beyond the UK. 
 

10:25 - 11:00am: Kate Robinson (University of Bath) 
Where shall I go today? Understanding and shaping the distribution of learning spaces 

The University of Bath’s Independent Learning Environment Project brought together 
librarians, academics and professional services staff in 2015 to consider current choices and 
concerns alongside future needs for learning spaces. In parallel, the University developed 
two new independent learning spaces.  This brief presentation outlines the ILEP findings 
and describes the new provision at the University of Bath. 
 

11:00 - 11:10am: David Stacey & Hilary Cooksley (University of Bath) 
Introduction to poster session: Bath Architecture Students ‘Vertical Studio’ project & 

AULIC visits to new and refurbished libraries 
 

11:10 - 11:45am: Poster session and refreshment break (CB Level 2 Foyer) 
 

 
Session 2: Chair: Sarah Newbold  
(Assistant Director (Students & Learning), University of Bristol) 
 

11:45am - 12:20pm: Jason Briddon & Amanda Barson (UWE) 
Transforming the student learning environment: our journey towards creating a 21st 

century library on the UWE Frenchay Campus 
This summer we are embarking on the first stage of a phased refurbishment and 
redevelopment of the Frenchay Campus Library at UWE.  We will give an overview of the 
work we have done over the last few years that has lead us to this point and talk in more 
detail about the recent work we’ve done on designing the first phase and making the case 
for investment. 
 



 
12:20 -1:00pm:  Anne Horn (University of Sheffield) 

 The Diamond 
Abstract tbc.  From Sheffield website: “The Diamond is the University of Sheffield’s new 
£81m building. The building, which is now home to engineering undergraduates, has an 
aluminium diamond shaped facade exterior. Inside, the six-storey Diamond boasts specialist 
teaching facilities including a range of lecture theatres, seminar rooms, open-plan learning 
spaces, library and IT services, and space for informal study including a cafe. The computing 
area offers 1,000 study spaces available 24/7 for all students and staff across the University. 
There are also digital and print facilities, media editing booths, a recording studio and 
computer teaching laboratories. The building’s 19 laboratories offer students more practical 
learning opportunities with a chemical engineering pilot plant, a clean room, an aerospace 
simulation lab and a virtual reality suite.” 
 

 
1 - 2pm:  Lunch in CB 3.16 followed by… 

 
2 - 2:45pm:  Joanna Eley, Alexi Marmot Associates 

Design your own learning space - group activity in CB 3.16 
What are the key things you would put in the ideal learning space for your 
library/institution? What would you leave out? What would it look like? Imagine there were 
no restrictions!  This will be an opportunity to share ideas through discussion with 
colleagues and reflect on elements of the day so far. 
 

 
Session 3: Chair: Amanda Barson 
(Head of Collections, Access & Space, UWE)  
 
2:45- 3.20pm: Sarah Newbold, Rebecca Rose & Marika Zeimbekis (University of Bristol) 

Our learning space journey - a Story of Study Centres at the University of Bristol 
 

3:20pm: Comfort break 
 

3:30 - 4:15pm: Ben Hickman (Alterline) 
  Ethnographic observation in libraries: driving customer experience improvements  

Alterline are specialists in student experience research and have worked on campuses 
across the UK. Alterline’s Research Director, Ben Hickman, will share their experience of 
using ethnographic research techniques to understand the way students are using library 
spaces and services. Drawing on projects at the University of Manchester, Birmingham, 
Glasgow and Southampton Solent, Ben will highlight common themes and opportunities for 
improving customer experiences. 
 

 
4:15pm: Roundup and close (Kate Robinson) 

 


